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n November 12, 2012, the Center for

Teaching Excellence awarded over

50 certificates to Eurasia University
faculty who had just completed the Level Il
training program. The major focus of Level Il
training was to prepare faculty to redesign their
courses to create class room experiences in
which students are actively engaged in the
process of their learning.
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It is remarkable to me to see how much
has changed and the progress that has
been made in just eighteen months since
the first training program was held in May
2011. Many faculty are already redesigning
their courses and trying student-centered
active learning methods and techniques

in their classrooms. While other faculty are
beginning to experiment with the latest
instructional technology and a variety of
grouping strategies. Faculty, aware that
the old teaching methods are not effective
with today’s students, are open, eager and
receptive to learning new ways to engage
students in the learning process. Change is
not easy and can be slow, even painful, but
Eurasia faculty are to be complemented for
their enthusiasm and motivation to learn new
methods and teaching techniques. Most
faculty have embraced the new teaching
philosophy and have been willing to do
the hard work to implement these ideas in
their classrooms. They are making these
changes in their teaching methods in order
to create a learning environment in which
Eurasia students are actively engaged in
the process of their learning and accept
responsibility for their learning.
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Eurasia students are also very
enthusiastic, even excited, about these
new teaching methods and active learning
environments. The classes that | have
observed and the model lessons we have

taught to Eurasia students makes me
very optimistic that 21st century students
are ready, even waiting, for these kinds
of changes to take place in their classes.
Today’s students are naturally active
learners. Modern students will no longer
sit passively in our classes listening to
lectures as a way of acquiring information.
They have had access to a wide variety
of technological devices since they were
children and are often more comfortable
using instructional technology than their
teachers. They are used to learning new
information in many ways. They have easy
facility in acquiring information instantly
using a variety of technologies. Hand held
devices, lap-top computers, pcs and cell
phones are much more powerful than the
largest computer that existed just 30 years
ago. We are forced to use methods and
instructional technologies that actively
engage students in the learning process.
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Classroom activities need to be designed
that require students to be active learners
and to use higher-order thinking skills.
Students should be given opportunities to
analyze and evaluate what they are learning
and, yes, even engage in creating new
knowledge. Students should be involved in
classroom learning activities that prepare
them for the world of work or equip them
with the skills and abilities to continue
their education. Students who are actively
engaged in the process of their learning,
who accept responsibility for their learning,
who are self-directed, motivated and can
work as a member of a team or group, are
developing all of the knowledge, skills and
professional dispositions that will make
them successful in modern corporations or
graduate programs.
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The last phase of the CTE faculty training
program will come to a close in the summer
of 2013 with completion of Level IV training.
Level IV training is the Capstone experience
that will focus on the changing role of the
teacher in an active learning classroom. In
July of 2013, 100 of Eurasia University faculty
will have completed two years of training in
active learning methods and techniques.
They will have successfully participated
in four levels of training consisting of four,
ten-day training programs. The training
program has been hierarchically arranged
starting with an introduction to student-
centered active learning and culminating in
the changing role that teachers play in these
new learning environments.
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As Dr. Eric Mazur, a professor of physics
at Harvard University, and an advocate of
active learning has said “Students will forget
facts but they will never forget understanding.”
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Related links:

The Center for Teaching Excellence of Xi’
an Eurasia University(CTE) was founded in
the spring of 2011 to provide faculty with
ongoing support and training in the latest
teaching methods and the use of instructional
technology that is being used to improve
college teaching. These new methods and
instructional technology is being widely
adopted in the United States, Canada and
many European countries. The start of CTE
program will help all of our faculty practice
the new concept and effective instructional
technologies into their curriculum systems,
encourage and support the academic
teaching and research; develop, enlarge
and support new teaching methodology and
SKills,; provide platform and opportunities for
sustainable teaching discussion, build the
academic atmosphere which focuses on
motivation and innovation,... these series of
activity will improve our Eurasia University
become the leader who has the advanced
instructional technology application, and help
Xi'an Eurasia University realize our promise
of “providing high-quality educational service
for the students’.
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